
 
 

 

10 Tips To Keep in Mind for a Successful Legislative Visit 
 

1. Be On Time Legislators and their staff’s schedules are tight and frequently interrupted. Be 
ready to roll with the punches if interruptions happen.  
 

2. Address your legislator properly Remember to use “Senator” and “Assemblymember” 
based on who you’re meeting! 
 

3. There’s no reason to be nervous! Legislators are people just like us, representing us. 
 

4. Have a brief Introduction in mind Prepare a brief introduction of your community, 
your residents, and what you do. 
 

5. Weave in stories: Stories help illustrate why the issues are important to you and your 
community.  
 

6. Be Concise! Pick one or two of the issues LeadingAge California has identified as talking 
points – and try to reference the bill numbers! The packets you hand to the office will have more 
details for their review.   
 

7. Remember to make your “Asks” Think of your asks as the Call to Action for the 
legislator. Follow up your conversation with a question that triggers their engagement, such as: 
“Will you sponsor this bill?” or “Can we count on your support on this bill?”  
 

8. You might be meeting with staff instead of a legislator. That’s okay! It’s likely 
that staff may be more familiar with the specifics of an issue, and will provide you with invaluable 
feedback. 
 

9. What if a legislator has specific questions – or they’d like to help support 
our issue? Please complete a legislative visit debriefing form by submitting your feedback online 
in the Legislative Visits Section of the RISE Summit event app or on our RISE Summit website! 
 

10. Follow up: Thank your legislator for their time, ask for their card, and follow up by writing a 
letter restating your concerns or with a thank you card.  
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